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AIZOACEAE
Herbs or sometimes shrubs, succulent, unarmed or spiny (non-Australian). Leaves opposite
or alternate, simple, entire or sometimes toothed, commonly succulent, sometimes much
reduced; stipules present or absent. Flowers usually bisexual, actinomorphic, terminal or
axillary, sessile or pedicellate, solitary or in small inflorescences. Perianth segments 4 or 5,
equal or unequal, persistent, coloured. Petals absent. Staminodes absent to many, petaloid.
Stamens 4, 5 or numerous; anthers tetrasporangiate and dithecal. Gynoecium of 2–5 or more
carpels united to form a compound, superior, half-inferior or inferior ovary, the ovary usually
with as many locules as carpels, seldom unilocular; ovules solitary to numerous in each
locule, on axile, basal, apical or parietal placentas; styles as many as locules. Fruit a capsule,
indehiscent or loculicidal, septicidal or circumscissile, sometimes fleshy. Seeds with a large,
curved embryo.
A family of about 2,500 species and, depending on concepts, from 12 to more than 100
genera. The main centre of diversity is in southern Africa. Genera include Lithops,
Carpobrotus and Mesembryanthemum. In Australia 18 genera and 60 species. In NT five
genera, only one on the floodplains.
Taxonomic reference: Prescott & Venning (1984).

TRIANTHEMA L.
Herbs, prostrate or variously erect, sometimes woody at base, glabrous, papillose or hairy.
Leaves entire, opposite, unequal in size; petiole basally dilated. Flowers solitary or clustered,
axillary, sessile or pedicellate and each subtended by one or more scarious bracts. Perianth
segments 5, shortly fused; lobes unequal and with scarious margins, sometimes with a dorsal
mucro near the apex, coloured inside. Stamens 5–many, adnate to perianth tube; staminodes
absent. Ovary superior, 1-locular; ovules 2–many; placentation basal. Style 1. Fruit a
membranous or woody capsule, circumscissile; operculum (or upper part) flat, ovoid or
subglobular; perianth commonly persisting in fruit. Seeds 1–many, triangular, reniform or
comma-shaped, smooth or variously ornate, black.
A genus of c. 20 species, with 12 species (ten endemic) in Australia. Ten species in NT, the
weed T. portulacastrum growing on floodplains.

*T. portulacastrum (L.) L.
Herbs, annual; branches procumbent to ascending, somewhat succulent, to c. 50 cm long,
glabrous or sparsely hairy, with a firm taproot. Leaves petiolate; lamina elliptic or obovate,
0.5–3.5 (5) cm long, 0.5–2.5 (4.5) cm wide, entire, apically obtuse, retuse or apiculate;
petiole 0.5–2 (2.5) cm long, basally dilated and sheathing and forming a pouch with the
petiole of the opposing leaf. Flowers solitary, sessile, partly hidden by sheathing leaf bases.
Perianth lobes linear or narrowly triangular, 4–5 mm long, pink or white inside, detaching in
fruit. Stamens 10–20. Style 2–3 mm long. Fruit more or less obconical, 5–6 mm long;
operculum 2–3 mm long, with a raised apical 2-lobed rim. Seeds 3–12, 1 or 2 being within
the operculum, all reniform; surface with faint wavy ribs. Flowering & fruiting: mainly
Feb.–Aug. Fig. 12 (Cowie 4483; Fensham 1121).
Apparently native to tropical Africa and Asia and introduced to Australia (WA, NT, Qld,
NSW), primarily a weed of disturbed or cultivated ground or roadsides but occasionally on
floodplains. In NT mostly in the Top End; localities including Bathurst Island, Elcho Island,
Cadell River settlement and seasonally flooded sandplains at Milingimbi. A single specimen
has been collected from mangrove swamps on the East Alligator River.
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