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THELYPTERIDACEAE
Terrestrial or epiphytic ferns; rhizome creeping or erect, with thin non-peltate scales usually
bearing unicellular hairs. Fronds with circinate vernation, mostly uniform. Stipes with 2
vascular bands at base, always with scales. Lamina usually pinnate with crenate or lobed
pinnae, sometimes simple or bipinnate; veins in deeply lobed pinnae free or basal veins in
adjacent lobes uniting and terminating at a base of a sinus; upper surface of rachis and costae
always with antrorsely curved, acicular, unicellular hairs. Sporangia borne in orbicular or
elongate sori on lower surface of veins; indusium absent or present and reniform, glabrous or
with hairs and/or glands. Spores usually monolete (bilateral or somewhat bean-shaped).
A mainly tropical family with about 30 genera and 1,000 species (Australia ten genera and
23 species).
Taxonomic references: Holttum (1981), Bostock (1998b).

CYCLOSORUS Link
Terrestrial ferns with long-creeping rhizomes. Fronds with lowest pinnae not markedly
reduced, all pinnae lobed and with basal veins uniting and running to a sinus; undersurface
with broad flat scales and orange to red spherical glands. Sori indusiate. Sporangia devoid of
hairs and glands on body but long hairs with terminal glands on sporangium stalks. Spores
closely and irregularly spinulose.
A pantropical genus with perhaps three species.

C. interruptus (Willd.) H.Itô
Rhizomes long-creeping, sparsely covered with scales. Fronds with lamina commonly
30–50 cm long; pinnae 15–25 pairs, the largest 9–13 cm long, 0.9–1.5 cm wide; undersurface
with orange glands and sparse to dense indumentum of white eglandular hairs. Sori initially
circular but often coalescing into rows. Indusia small and often inconspicuous, bearing hairs.
Fertile plants: Apr.–Aug. Fig. 7.
Pantropical (Australia: WA, NT, Qld, NSW). In NT widespread in the Top End but also in
central Australia. Commonly grows at permanent springs in rainforest or Melaleuca forest,
but sometimes in swamps and on floating mats. Usually on sandy or organic substrates.
Localities in NT include Holmes Jungle, Mallapunyah Spring, North Island and Vanderlin
Island (Sir Edward Pellew Group) and the Daly River floodplain.
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