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Extract: Elatinaceae

ELATINACEAE
Herbs or small shrubs of wet places, glabrous or with uniseriate hairs, often creeping and
rooting at nodes. Leaves opposite or whorled, simple, entire or toothed; stipules present,
scarious. Flowers bisexual, actinomorphic, solitary in axils or in small axillary clusters.
Calyx of 2–5 sepals, distinct or connate to about 1/ 2 their length. Petals as many as sepals,
free, imbricate. Stamens 3–10, usually as many or twice as many as the petals, arranged in
1 or 2 whorls; anthers tetrasporangiate and dithecal and opening by longitudinal slits.
Gynoecium of 2–5 carpels united to form a superior compound ovary; locules as many as
carpels but partitions not always complete; ovules numerous, axile; styles 2–5, equal to the
number of carpels, free; stigmas capitate. Fruit a capsule dehiscing septicidally. Seeds
numerous, embryo straight or curved; endosperm lacking.
A family of two genera, Elatine and Bergia, and c. 30–40 species. Widespread in tropical and
temperate regions.
Leaf margins serrate; sepals herbaceous; capsule walls subcrustaceous to crustaceous ...........................Bergia
Leaf margins entire; sepals membranous; capsule walls somewhat membranous ...................................Elatine

BERGIA L.
Annual or perennial herbs, prostrate to erect, usually in seasonally wet areas, indumentum of
both uniseriate eglandular hairs and multiseriate glandular hairs. Leaves opposite, usually
serrulate, shortly petiolate; stipules herbaceous or variably scarious and with laciniate
margins, basally often connate and/or adnate to petioles, persistent. Flowers solitary, paired
or in dense fascicles, bracteoles present. Sepals 3–5, herbaceous but with scarious and
somewhat fimbriate margins, persistent. Petals as many as sepals, white or pink, persistent.
Stamens 3–10. Styles as many as locules, long; stigma terminal, capitate or more or less
sessile. Ovary 3–5-locular. Capsule with subcrustaceous walls. Seeds ellipsoidal, ovoid or
reniform, smooth, alveolate or striate.
A genus of c. 24 species in the drier parts of tropical and warm-temperate regions. Ten
species in Australia.
Taxonomic reference: Leach (1989).

B. pedicellaris (F.Muell.) F.Muell. ex Benth.
Annual herbs, spreading to erect and to 30 cm tall, glabrous or with long glandular hairs.
Leaves elliptic to narrowly elliptic, 1–3.5 cm long, 0.3–1.1 cm wide, with glandular hairs at
base and on midvein; margins serrate; midvein prominent; stipules c. 3 mm long. Flowers
solitary or paired, on slender pedicels 1.5–4 cm long, bracteoles at base of pedicels narrowly
triangular and c. 1 mm long. Sepals 5, ovate, 2–3.5 mm long, 1–1.5 mm wide, acuminate,

ELATINACEAE

Bergia

green or pink; margins fimbriate. Petals 5, elliptic, shorter than or equalling sepals. Stamens
10, of about equal length. Capsule globular, c. 3 mm diam. Seeds ellipsoidal or slightly
curved, c. 0.3 mm long, smooth, shiny, brown. Flowering & fruiting: all months. Fig. 14
(Egan 5005).
Australian endemic, occurring in WA, NT and Qld. Found throughout much of NT. Most
commonly on cracking clay soils. Localities include Erlpunda Waterhole (eastern Davenport
Range), Edmirringee Rockhole (Kurundi Station), seasonal swamp at Wycliffe Well, Tortilla
Flats, and floodplains of the Adelaide and East Alligator rivers.

ELATINE L.
Annual herbs, prostrate to erect, mostly aquatic. Leaves opposite or whorled; stipules falling.
Flowers usually solitary, minute, 2–4-merous. Sepals membranous. Petals as many as sepals,
falling. Stamens as many as or twice the number of petals, shorter to longer than the sepals.
Styles as many as locules. Ovary 3- or 4-locular. Capsule with membranous walls, with a
terminal depression. Seeds straight or curved; surface reticulated.
A genus of c. 10–20 species worldwide, with one recorded for Australia.
Taxonomic reference: Aston (1973).

E. gratioloides A.Cunn.
Prostrate, mat-forming herbs or when submerged stems ascending; stems commonly rooting
at nodes. Leaves more or less sessile, ovate to lanceolate or more or less linear, 5–20 mm
long, 1–4.5 mm wide; nerves terminating at the leaf margin in a small gland. Stipules c. 1 mm
long, soon falling. Flowers c. 2 mm across, subsessile in the axil of only one leaf in any pair.
Sepals 3, greenish. Petals 3, alternate to and c. twice the length of the sepals, greenish or
pink-white. Stamens 3, opposite to and exceeding sepals but shorter than the petals; filaments
slender. Styles 3, short; stigmas capitate. Ovary 3-locular. Capsule more or less globular but
terminally depressed, 1.2–2 mm diam. Seeds 20–45 or more, curved-cylindrical, c. 0.5 mm
long, longitudinal and transverse ridges producing a reticulated surface. Flowering: not
recorded for Top End specimens. Fruiting: Apr. Fig. 14 (Cowie 7514).
Occurs in Australia (all States), New Zealand and Fiji. Rarely collected in the Top End but
relatively common in southern NT. Known from Magela Creek and Adelaide River
floodplain (at Scotts Creek).
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