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DROSERACEAE
Herbs or rarely small shrubs (not in Australia). Leaves alternate or whorled, simple; lamina
either beset with irritable glandular hairs that trap insects or with sensitive bristles that
trigger the lamina to close; stipules present or absent. Flowers bisexual, actinomorphic and
solitary or in axillary or terminal cymes or racemes. Calyx of (4) 5 (8) sepals, free or shortly
united at the base, imbricate. Petals as many as sepals, distinct, convolute. Stamens 4–5 (20),
distinct or connate at the base; anthers dithecal, opening by longitudinal slits; pollen grains
in monads or tetrads. Gynoecium of 3 (5) carpels united to form a superior, compound,
unilocular ovary; ovary with 3–many ovules on parietal placentas; styles distinct and often
bifid. Fruit usually a loculicidal capsule. Seeds small; endosperm copious.
The family consists of four genera and about 100 species. The largest genus, Drosera, is
cosmopolitan and has many species in Australia. The only other genus in Australia is
Aldrovanda. It occurs on NT floodplains and is readily differentiated from Drosera by the
fact that the sole species is aquatic and has a leaf lamina that closes to trap insects.

ALDROVANDA L.
Aquatic, free-floating, glabrous herbs; stem simple or sparsely branched. Leaves in whorls,
basally fused; petiole swollen, flattened, broadening upwards and then dividing into several
apical bristles; lamina absent from leaves of flowering whorls but otherwise present and
attached below the apical bristles, of more or less semicircular, upturned halves with the
inner zone of each half with long sensitive hairs and digestive and absorptive glands; lamina
halves rapidly closing and trapping small organisms when the sensitive hairs are touched.
Flowers solitary, axillary, pedicellate, emergent. Sepals 5. Petals 5. Stamens 5. Fruit a
5-valved capsule, ripening underwater on reflexed pedicels.
A monotypic genus occurring in Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia.

A. vesiculosa L.
Herbs with a usually simple stem to c. 20 cm long. Leaves in whorls of 5–9; petioles
(excluding terminal bristles) 2.5–10 mm long, 1–4 mm wide; bristles 4–8 mm long; lamina
2.5–5 mm long, 4–7 mm wide when opened out; lamina of a thin outer zone and a thicker
inner zone with sensitive hairs and glands. Flowers on pedicels 1–1.5 cm long, extending
beyond the leaves and emergent at anthesis; pedicels recurved in fruit. Petals 4–5 mm long,
white or possibly tinged pink, longer than the sepals. Styles spreading, c. 2 mm long. Capsule
subglobular, 3–4 mm diam., membranous. Seeds c. 6–10, black, shiny. Flowering & fruiting:
only recorded Mar.–May, perhaps throughout the year. Waterwheel. Fig. 16 (Wilson 414).
In Australia found in WA, NT, Qld, NSW. Grows in shallow freshwater, often being caught
on floating debris. In NT only collected from Arafura Swamp, Fogg Dam, Girraween Lagoon
(Aston 1955, incorrectly labelled as McMinns Lagoon and cited as such by Aston in Flora of
Australia 8: 66, 1982) and floodplains of the Finniss and Reynolds rivers.
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