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DROSERACEAE
P.S. Short
Herbs or rarely small shrubs (not Australia). Leaves alternate or whorled, simple, the lamina either beset
with irritable glandular hairs that trap insects or with sensitive bristles that trigger the lamina to close;
stipules present or absent. Flowers bisexual, actinomorphic and solitary or in axillary or terminal cymes
or racemes. Calyx of (4) 5 (8) sepals, free or shortly united at the base, imbricate. Petals as
many as sepals, distinct, convolute. Stamens as many as petals, distinct or connate at the base; anthers
dithecal, opening by longitudinal slits; pollen grains in monads or tetrads. Gynoecium of 3 (5) carpels
united to form a superior, compound, unilocular ovary, the ovary with 3–many ovules on parietal
placentas; styles distinct, 2–5, simple or branched. Fruit usually a loculicidal capsule. Seeds small,
endosperm copious.
Excluding monotypic Drosophyllum (non-Australian) the family contains three genera and more than
100 species. Two genera, Aldrovanda and Drosera, occur in Australia.
Taxonomic references: Steenis (1953); Cronquist (1981); Marchant & George (1982); Kubitzki (2003);
Correa A. (2004).
1
1:

Aquatic, free-floating herbs, leaves with sensitive hairs .........................................
Terrestrial herbs with an indumentum of sticky, insect-trapping hairs ...............

Aldrovanda
Drosera

ALDROVANDA L.
Aquatic, free-floating, herb; stem simple or sparsely branched, glabrous. Leaves in whorls, basally fused;
petiole swollen, flattened, broadening upwards and then dividing into several apical bristles; lamina
absent from leaves of flowering whorls but otherwise present and attached below the apical bristles, the
lamina of more or less semicircular, upturned halves with the inner zone of each half with long
sensitive hairs and digestive and absorptive glands, the lamina halves rapidly closing and trapping
insects when the sensitive hairs are touched. Flowers solitary, axillary, pedicellate, emergent. Sepals 5.
Petals 5. Stamens 5. Styles 5, spreading. Fruit a 5-valved capsule, ripening underwater on reflexed pedicels.
Monotypic genus, the single species in Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia.
A. vesiculosa L.
Herbs with the usually simple stem to c. 20 cm
long. Leaves in whorls of 5–9; petioles (excluding
terminal bristles) 2.5–10 mm long, 1–4 mm wide,
bristles 4–8 mm long; lamina 2.5–5 mm long, 4–
7 mm wide when opened out, the lamina comprised of a thin outer zone and a thicker inner
zone with sensitive hairs and glands. Flowers on
pedicels 1–1.5 cm long, extending beyond the
leaves and emergent at anthesis, recurved in fruit.
Petals 4–5 mm long, white or possibly tinged pink,
longer than the sepals. Styles c. 2 mm long. Capsule
subglobular, 3–4 mm diam., membranous. Seeds
c. 6–10, black, shiny. Flowering & fruiting: only
recorded Mar.–May, perhaps throughout the year.
Waterwheel.
Fig. 1 (Wilson 414).
Fig. 1
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In Australia found in W.A., N.T., Qld, N.S.W.
Grows in shallow fresh water, often being caught
on floating debris. In the N.T. localities include

Arafura Swamp, a swamp at Pukitarmarloo Point
(Bathurst Island), Fogg Dam, Girraween Lagoon
and floodplains of the Finniss and Reynolds rivers.

DROSERA L.
Terrestrial herbs with rhizomes, fibrous roots or tubers. Leaves in rosettes or in rosettes and cauline or all
cauline, with irritable, insect-trapping glandular hairs; stipules absent or present. Flowers solitary or more
commonly in simple or branched, bracteate inflorescences that are often circinate when young. Sepals 5,
free or connate at the base. Petals 5, free. Stamens as many as petals. Styles simple, once, twice or
repeatedly divided. Fruit a loculicidal capsule. Seeds many. Chromosome numbers: x = 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13
& 14. Sundews.
Worldwide more than 100 species, with at least 60 in Australia and 15 named species in the N.T.
Eight recognised species occur in the D.R. and are treated here. Another seven have been recognised in
the N.T.: D. derbyensis (Keep River and Tanami region), D. lanata (Kakadu N.P. and adjoining areas of
Arnhem Land, the Gulf region and Gregory N.P.), D. ordensis (Keep River region), D. paradoxa s. lat.
(Kakadu N.P. and adjoining areas of Arnhem Land), D. peltata s. lat. (Kakadu N.P.), D. petiolaris
(perhaps in the eastern Top End, including Nitmiluk N.P. and Kakadu N.P.) and D. subtilis (Kakadu
N.P., Nitmiluk N.P.). Relevant references to all N.T. species are included in the list below.
As will be apparent from reading notes accompanying many of the descriptions below, identifying
and circumscribing limits of species in Drosera is often a difficult task. To facilitate identification and
research, collectors should always note leaf orientation, i.e. whether in species with basal leaves they are
horizontal to the ground or variously erect, note whether in flowering specimens the pedicels are held
erect, and attempt to collect specimens with mature seed.
Non-flowering specimens of D. indica superficially resemble species of Byblis but the long, sticky hairs
of D. indica are apically club-shaped and coloured, those in species of Byblis are apically globular and
transparent. In dried specimens of D. indica the club-shaped apex is still apparent but in Byblis the gland
collapses to form an apical disc.
Taxonomic references: Marchant & George (1982); Kondo (1984); Kondo & Lavarack (1984); Lowrie
(1994, 1996a, 1996b, 1997, 1998); Goodall & Marchant (1996); Susandarini et al. (2002).
1
1:

Leaves cauline on a weak stem ...................................................................................
Leaves in a basal rosette ..............................................................................................

2
2:

Leaf lamina somewhat circular ...............................................................
Leaf lamina linear .....................................................................................

D. banksii (sect. Ergaleium)
D. indica (sect. Arachnopus)

3
3:

Leaves sessile or almost so; styles 5 .......................................................
Leaves manifestly petiolate; styles 3 or 4 ..............................................

D. burmanni (sect. Thelocalyx)
4 (sect. Lasiocephala)

4
4:

All rosette leaves horizontal or almost so with the soil surface ............................
All rosette leaves, or at least the inner leaves, semi-erect to erect ........................

5

Leaves with laminae 3.5–16 mm diam., always some more than 5 mm
wide on the same plant; anthers lacking prominent filament extensions ............
Leaves with laminae 3–5 mm diam.; anthers with or without a prominent
filament extension ........................................................................................................

5:
6
6:
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Inflorescences more than c. 30 cm long ....................................................................
Inflorescences less than 15 cm long ..........................................................................

2
3

5
7
D. falconeri
6
D. brevicornis
D. darwinensis
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7:

Inflorescences less than 20 cm long; pedicels 1.5–7 mm long; outermost leaves,
if still attached, with linear petioles, inner leaves with oblanceolate petioles .....
Inflorescences more than 21 cm long; pedicels 1.5–3 mm long; all leaves
with oblanceolate petioles ...........................................................................................

3

D. dilatatopetiolaris
D. fulva

DROSERA sect. ARACHNOPUS Planch.
D. indica L.
Herb with fibrous roots; stem simple, 5–70 cm
long, hairy. Leaves cauline, petiole absent (but
when the lower part of a leaf may lack insectivorous hairs it is sometimes deemed to be
petiolate), linear, 2–15 cm long, 0.5–1.5 mm wide,
with a prominent indumentum of insectivorous
hairs 1–2.5 mm long; stipules absent. Flowers 7–20
in racemes to c. 25 cm long; racemes with stalked
glandular hairs and scattered linear bracts to
c. 3 mm long; pedicels 5–20 mm long. Sepals ovate
to lanceolate, 2.3–4 mm long, entire, with stalked
glandular hairs. Petals obovate, 3.5–11 mm long,
white, pink or reddish. Stamens with filaments not
to barely or very strongly dilating towards the
apex, 3–5 mm long, 0.2–0.5 mm wide or, includeing the anther connective, to c. 0.9 mm wide, the
entire filament pale yellowish, pink or dark purple;
anthers 0.8–2.8 mm long. Styles 5 (6), filiform,
undivided. Seeds obovoid, 0.3–0.7 mm long, 0.2–
0.5 mm wide, dark grey, the surface reticulate and
the individual cells prominent or the individual
cells somewhat indistinct and arranged in
longitudinal rows. Flowering & fruiting: Apr.–Aug.
Fig. 2 (Must 754; Short 5140, 5173 & 5175); Pl. 1
(unvouchered).
Widespread in the Old World, extending from
India to Japan, New Guinea and Australia (all
mainland States). Ranges throughout much of the
N.T. where it grows in seepage areas and on the

margins of seasonal swamps; often on sand but
also on heavier soils.
A polymorphic species which, in the D.R. alone,
displays variation in features such as the distribution
of insect-trapping hairs on the leaves (nonpetiolate vs “petiolate” leaves), the size and colour
of the petals (white-flowered entities generally
with the petals c. ½ the length of those of pink
forms), the shape, colour and length of the anther
filament, and ornamentation of the seed coat. Using
these and other features Susandarini et al. (2002)
analysed morphological variation in northern
Australian and found that three morphotypes
could be recognised. These entities were not
formally named, it being noted that their status
requires further checking. Within the D.R. there
seems to be a constant correlation of specimens
with non-petiolate leaves having prominent cells
on the seed surface and petiolate specimens
having seeds with longitudinal ridges and poor
cell definition. However, such a classification may
be simplistic as it ignores variation in other
features, particularly within the petiolate group in
which the reddish staminal filaments are narrow
and barely dilated to sometimes manifestly dilated
towards the apex. Similarly, the few non-petiolate
specimens, which have narrow and not or scarcely
apically dilating filaments, vary in the size and
colour of the petals, a white-flowered form being
smaller than the pink-flowered specimens.

DROSERA sect. ERGALEIUM Planch.
D. banksii R. Br. ex DC.
Herb lacking tuber; stem erect, simple, 4–15 cm
long, sparsely hairy. Leaves cauline; petioles linear,
4–12 mm long and excentrically attached to the
lamina; lamina circular, 1–3 mm diam., marginal
glandular hairs yellowish; stipules membranous,
1–2.5 mm long, with several awn-like lobes,
sometimes fimbriate. Racemes with 1–11 flowers;
pedicels 1–4 mm long. Sepals ovate to obovate or
somewhat elliptic, 2–2.5 mm long, hairy. Petals
c. 4 mm long, white. Styles 3, each bifid. Seeds
ellipsoidal, c. 0.8 mm long, with slight ridges.
Flowering: Apr.–July. Fruiting: c. June–July.
FDRV1

Fig. 3 (Risler 1471).
Northern Australia (W.A., N.T., Qld). In the N.T.
a Top End species recorded from Humpty Doo
to Elcho Island in the east and as far south as
Elsey N.P. Mostly grows in sandy soils and
usually recorded from seasonal seepage lines and
from the margins of Melaleuca swamps.
Two further species with cauline leaves on weak
stems, D. peltata Thunb. s. lat. and D. subtilis N.G.
Marchant are recorded for the Top End but
appear to be absent from the D.R. Unlike this
species they lack stipules.
March 2011
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DROSERA sect. LASIOCEPHALA Planch.
Taxa included in this section are commonly regarded as being part of the “D. petiolaris complex”.
Indeed, Marchant & George (1982) recognised this as the only Australian species belonging to sect.
Lasiocephala, describing it as being “extremely variable, especially in size, form of petiole, and
indumentum” and adding that “some variants have linear, almost glabrous petioles”. They also noted
that a form with a long stem and a terminal rosette of leaves may be deserving of specific rank. It was
subsequently named D. paradoxa by Lowrie (1997). Other taxa belonging to this complex and described
since the account by Marchant & George and found in the N.T. are: D. dilatatopetiolaris, D. falconeri
and D. lanta by Kondo (1984), and D. brevicornis, D. darwinensis, D. kenneallyi and D. ordensis by Lowrie
(1994, 1996a, b). Lowrie also reinstated D. fulva, described in 1848 from specimens collected from
Port Essington.
Despite – and partly because of – field observations, attempts to sort herbarium specimens (DNA) of
the D. petiolaris complex into the segregate species recognised by Kondo and Lowrie has generally
proved difficult. In part, this is because leaf orientation, seemingly of importance in distinguishing
entities, cannot always be reliably ascertained from herbarium specimens. However, there is also
variation in some attributes which have been used to recognise taxa, e.g. the shape of the lamina of the
leaf and the length of the staminal filament extension. This, at least partly, reflects the fact that
intermediate specimens between some entities can occur in areas where habitats converge or have been
disturbed. Lowrie (1998) recorded that, within the complex, specimens he considered to be hybrids
always had D. falconeri as a parent and, further noted, that seed collected from a natural hybrid between
this species and D. dilatatopetiolaris germinated. Collections apparently containing hybrids between
D. falconeri and D. darwinensis, and between D. falconeri and D. dilatatopetiolaris, are held at DNA.
Some taxa, including D. dilatatopetiolaris and D. fulva, are clump-forming, that is they not only reproduce
sexually but asexually through ramifications which form roots (Kondo & Lavarack 1984). It is also
evident that at least some members of this section are viviparous, including D. lanata and D. ordensis
(both non-D.R. species) and some individual specimens in the D.R. which are here referred to
D. dilatatopetiolaris.
Chromosome numbers have been determined for few members of the complex but 2n = 12 has been
recorded for D. petiolaris (in Qld), D. dilatatopetiolaris and D. falconeri while D. lanata has been interpreted
as being a hypertriploid with 2n = 19 (Kondo 1984; Kondo & Lavarack 1984). For the genus as a whole
it seems the base chromosome number is x = 15, with reduction to x = 3 (James 1996).
Percentage seed set has not been examined in Top End members of the D. petiolaris complex but in
contrast to, for example, members of the D. indica complex, seed is generally difficult to find on
herbarium specimens.
James (1996) showed that a number of Australian plant genera, including at least some species of
Drosera, have post-zygotic seed-aborting systems developed through chromosome segment transpositions and a reduction in chromosome numbers. Seeds which are the result of self-fertilisation are
aborted while those formed from cross-fertilisation are favoured. This leads to genetically diverse
populations of species and, importantly, substantial levels of diversity between populations. Because of
chromosomal differentiation this can also lead to high levels of sterility between populations of the
same species.
To summarise, the D. petiolaris complex contains asexually reproducing entities, the apparent low seed
set suggests the presence of seed-aborting systems, some recognised species have low chromosome
numbers (n = 6), and at least one is a polyploid. These factors may explain the morphological diversity
and the difficulty in consistently recognising described taxa and why, at DNA, a considerable number
of specimens are simply referred to the D. petiolaris complex. However, a number of distinctive taxa do
exist and the following is presented as a guide to those which have been formally recognised, their rank
as species being maintained, albeit that varietal rank may be more appropriate.

FDRV1
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D. brevicornis Lowrie
Herbs with a rosette of leaves arising from a
perennial stock, the short stem with remnant leaf
bases. Leaves held close to the soil surface and
only the inner ones semi-erect; petiole linearoblanceolate, 10–25 mm long, 1.5–3.5 mm wide;
upper surface green or reddish, at least the older
leaves sparsely hairy, hairs dendritic; lower surface
with a dense cover of whitish, long unbranched
hairs and barbed hairs; lamina circular to elliptic,
3.5–6.5 mm long, 3.5–5 mm wide; stipules c. 5–
12 mm long, whitish. Flowers in 1 or 2 racemes,
largest racemes 30–40 (52) cm long, with a dense
indumentum of long, unbranched hairs and
shorter, dendritic hairs, each with (8) 15–40 or
more flowers; pedicels 1–4.5 mm long and
pendulous in fruit. Sepals elliptic or obovate, 3.3–
5 mm long, 1.4–2.8 mm wide, outer surface with a
dense cover of dendritic hairs. Petals obovate, 6.9–
8.6 mm long, 4–6.3 mm wide, pink or white.
Stamens c. 3.5 mm long; anthers yellow; filaments
not extending or extending to about 0.5 mm
above the anthers, on drying the extension
blackish. Styles 3, 1.5–1.8 mm long, each dividing
into c. 9–15 segments in the upper part. Flowering:
c. Nov.–Apr.
Fig. 3 (Short 5062); Pl. 2 (unvouchered).
An entity which seems to be confined to the Top
End, where it commonly grows in sandy soils
covered with gravel, especially laterite pebbles, in
eucalypt woodland.
By virtue of its long inflorescence and flat rosette
of leaves this taxon can be distinctive in the field.
However, without accepting leaf orientation as
the principal means by which to distinguish it, it
is barely different from D. fulva, both taxa having
dendritic hairs on the leaves and scapes and
pedicel length and fruit size overlapping. Particularly disturbing is the fact that the prominent
filament extension, a supposed key feature for
which this taxon was named, can be barely visible
in plants which, by virtue of their flat leaves, are
otherwise referrable to this species (e.g. Short 5151
in which the filament extension is highly variable
between plants). Conversely, plants with erect
leaves and long scapes and therefore referrable to
D. fulva can have prominent filament extensions
(e.g. Short 5063). It is also likely that the extent to
which their habitat is inundated by water may also
effect leaf morphology and orientation. Thus,
although an entity with long inflorescences and

FDRV1

near-prostrate leaves can be distinguished, its
circumscription and status are problematic, and
made even more so because of the apparent
presence of intermediates between it and the
following taxon, D. darwinensis.
The above description is based only on specimens
definitely known to have leaves in a flat rosette.
D. darwinensis Lowrie
Herbs with a basal rosette of leaves, the short stem
enveloped in remnant leaf bases and their long,
reddish-brown hairs. Leaves only or mostly held
close to the soil surface, the innermost sometimes
semi-erect; petiole oblanceolate to narrowly
oblanceolate, 7–12 mm long, 1–2.5 mm wide,
upper surface sparsely to conspicuously hairy,
lower surface conspicuously hairy, the hairs
whitish and mostly simple; lamina circular to
elliptic, 2.5–4 mm long, 2.2–3.9 mm wide; stipules
c. 3 mm long, membranous, white. Flowers in 1 or
2 racemes; racemes 5–15 cm long, with a dense
indumentum of simple and dendritic hairs, each
raceme with 4–17 flowers; pedicels 0.5–2.5 mm
long and pendulous in fruit. Sepals elliptic to
obovate, 2.4–2.8 mm long, 1.5–2.3 mm wide,
outer surface with a dense indumentum of at least
basally dendritic hairs. Petals obovate, 3.5–5 mm
long, 1.9–4.5 mm wide, white or pink. Stamens
2.5–3 mm long; anthers yellow; filaments not
extending above the anther. Styles 3, each dividing
into many segments in the upper part. Seeds not
seen. Flowering & fruiting: Nov.–Dec.
Fig. 3 (Short 5124); Pl. 3 (unvouchered).
Endemic to the N.T., with all substantiated
localities from the Darwin region but possibly
elsewhere in the Top End. A plant of low-lying
herbland or open eucalypt forest on silty-clay or
loam, sometimes mixed with laterite pebbles.
The habitat, horizontal leaves and short inflorescences can make for ready identification of this
taxon. However, it grows in similar habitats to
specimens otherwise attributable to D. brevicornis
and apparent intermediates between the two have
been observed in which plants exhibit considerable variation in the length of the inflorescence
and in the degree to which the filament extends
above the anthers (not, barely, or up to 0.3 mm
long). Apparent hybrids between D. falconeri and
D. darwinensis have also been collected, albeit only
in disturbed sites.
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D. dilatatopetiolaris K. Kondo
Herb, rosulate, with a short underground stem
which may divide and take root, the short stem
enveloped in remnant leaf bases and their long,
reddish-brown hairs. Leaves of the rosette polymorphic, at the commencement of flowering
the outer ones manifestly longer and usually
obviously narrower than the inner leaves and
often dead or dying; outer leaves with linear
petioles to c. 70 mm long, 0.7–1 mm wide, the
lamina circular or widely elliptic, 1.5–2 (5.5) mm
wide; inner leaves linear-oblanceolate, 12–35 mm
long, (0.8) 1.5–2 mm wide, the lamina circular, 2–
3.5 mm wide; stipules 5–8 mm long. Flowers in 1–
3 racemes, each raceme with (3) 7–15 flowers;
racemes 8–20 cm long and somewhat brownish at
anthesis, hairs on the scape commonly simple but
branched hairs often present; pedicels 1.5–7 mm
long, with a dense indumentum of dendritic hairs.
Sepals obovate, 3–3.5 mm long, 1–2 mm wide,
with a dense indumentum of dendritic hairs. Petals
obovate, 4–7 mm long, 2.5–4 mm wide, white or
shades of pink. Stamens 2.5–3 mm long; anthers
yellow; filaments not extending above the anther.
Styles 3 or 4 and each with lobes above the middle.
Seeds ellipsoid. Flowering: mostly Oct.–Feb., also
noted July & Aug.
Fig. 3 (Short 5120 & 5131); Pl. 4 (unvouchered).
Originally described from a specimen from the
Howard River estuary in the D.R. this taxon is
common in the Top End and Lowrie (1998) also
recorded it in northern W.A. It tends to favour
sandy soils in low-lying, often inundated regions,
such as sedgelands and Grevillea pteridifolia woodland but has also been noted in low-lying areas in
eucalypt woodland.
The presence of differently shaped inner and
outer leaves was not mentioned in the original
description (Kondo 1984) of D. dilatatopetiolaris
but appear to be present, albeit barely so, in plate
1A which accompanied the description. The same
figure, enlarged, was also published by Kondo &
Lavarack (1984, fig. 8) and a curling, longer and
more narrow basal leaf is evident on each side
of the rosette which is otherwise composed of
shorter, broader leaves. Their presence is often
clearly evident but in specimens in which flowering is well advanced the remnants of linear
petioles at the base of the rosette are sometimes
difficult to find or, assuming that all plants do
indeed produce them, have been shed.
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Many non-flowering specimens held at DNA with
only linear or near-linear petioles have been
previously considered to belong to D. petiolaris.
The observed leaf polymorphism suggests that
most or all are specimens of D. dilatatopetiolaris.
D. falconeri K. Kondo & Tsang
Herb, with a short underground stem, the short
stem enveloped in remnant leaf bases and their
long, reddish-brown hairs. Leaves in a basal
rosette, reddish; petiole oblanceolate to narrowly
oblanceolate, 10–40 mm long, (1) 2–5.5 mm wide,
bases somewhat densely hairy but otherwise
sparsely pilose, the hairs whitish to brown and
mostly simple; lamina somewhat reniform,
depressed to very widely ovate or circular to
widely elliptic, 5–13 mm long, 3.5–16 mm wide;
stipules to c. 9 mm long, membranous. Flowers in
1–4 racemes, each raceme with 8–28 flowers;
racemes 5–15 cm long, sparsely to densely hairy,
the hairs whitish to brownish and simple or
sometimes with 1 or several short branches;
pedicels 2–6.5 mm long. Sepals obovate or elliptic,
1.5–3.2 mm long, 1–1.5 mm wide, outer surface
manifestly hairy. Petals obovate, 4.5–5.5 mm long,
white, mauve or pinkish. Stamens with yellow
anthers, filament seemingly not extending above
the anther. Styles 3, with several divisions at or
above the middle. Seeds not seen. Chromosome
number: 2n = 12. Flowering: c. Nov.–Feb.
Fig. 3 (Tumbilis 101); Pl. 5 (unvouchered).
Possibly endemic to the N.T., where it has
been collected from Melville Island, Cobourg
Peninsula, Howard River and Fly Creek. Plants
commonly grow in silty-clay in open forest of
Eucalyptus miniata and E. tetrodonta.
The circumscription of this taxon is somewhat
enlarged from the original description to include
specimens, such as some from near Mandorah,
with narrower lamina. Drosera kenneallyi Lowrie,
described from W.A., is very similar to this species.
There are records of hybridity between D. falconeri
and D. darwiniensis and D. falconeri and
D. dilatatopetiolaris. Large-scale hybridisation between
the narrow-leaf form of this species and a form
of D. dilatatopetiolaris has been observed near
Mandorah (Short 5127), where plants of D. falconeri
were mostly growing in an open herb field on a
black soil plain, plants referred to D. dilatatopetiolaris
were growing in adjoining Pandanus woodland,
and plants with intermediate features grew on the
edge of the plain and in the first few metres of
the woodland.
March 2011
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D. fulva Planch.
Herbs with basal rosettes of leaves arising from a
perennial stock, the short stem enveloped in
remnant leaf bases and their long, reddish-brown
hairs. Leaves, especially the mid to inner most ones
of the rosette semi-erect to erect; petiole linearoblanceolate, 10–28 mm long, 1.2–2.5 mm wide;
upper surface bright green or sometimes with
some reddish tint, at least the oldest leaves very
sparsely hairy, the hairs unbranched or rarely
branched at and near the base of the leaf; lower
surface sparsely to moderately hairy, the hairs
rarely branched and mostly, long, straight and
unbranched; lamina circular or widely obovate,
2.3–4 mm long, 2.1–4 mm wide; stipules c. 7–
10 mm long , membranous. Flowers in 1 or 2
racemes, each raceme with 12–40 flowers;
racemes 21–36 cm long, with a dense indumentum of tangled, long, unbranched or occasionally
barbed hairs mixed with mostly shorter, dendritic
hairs, the lower section of the raceme becoming
glabrous with age; pedicels 1.5–3 mm long and

9

pendulous in fruit. Sepals obovate, 2–4.5 mm long,
1.6–2.1 mm wide, outer surface with a dense
indumentum of dendritic hairs. Petals obovate,
6.2–9 mm long, 4–6.2 mm wide, white or pink.
Stamens 3–4 mm long; anthers yellow; filaments
not extending or extending to c. 0.3 mm above the
anther, the extension a somewhat transparent
yellow when fresh but dark purplish-brown or
blackish when dry. Styles 3, c. 1.5 mm long, each
dividing into c. 20 segments in the upper part.
Flowering: mostly Nov.–Apr.
Fig. 3 (Short 5129).
Seemingly confined to the Top End where it
usually occurs on sandy soils just above wet
season flood levels, a common associate being
Grevillea pteridifolia.
As noted above, this taxon has strong affinities
with D. brevicornis. Only specimens definitely
known to have erect leaves have been used to
compile the above description.

DROSERA sect. THELOCALYX Planch.
D. burmanni Vahl
Herb with a short underground stem and fibrous
roots. Leaves in a basal rosette; petiole absent or
almost so; lamina obovate, 5.5–25 mm long, 2.5–
11 mm wide, green or reddish; stipules 1.5–6 mm
long, laciniate, whitish. Flowers in 1–3 (4) racemes,
each raceme with (1) 3–21 flowers; racemes 3–
37 cm long, 1-sided, mostly glabrous but some
glandular hairs may be present at the base of the
pedicels; pedicels 1–2 mm long, erect. Sepals
oblong, 2–3.5 mm long, mostly greenish but the
upper c. ⅓–½ becoming somewhat transparent
with age, usually with stalked glandular hairs and

some sessile, globular hairs. Petals obovate, 2.5–
4 mm long, white or pink. Styles 5, filiform,
apically divided into c. 4 segments. Seeds c. 0.3 mm
long, black, minutely pitted. Flowering & fruiting:
throughout the year.
Fig. 3 (Mangion 244); Pl. 6 (Stuckey 543).
Widespread in the Old World, extending from
India to Japan and Australia (W.A., N.T., Qld,
N.S.W.). Found throughout much of the N.T.
where it grows in seepage areas and on the
margins of seasonal swamps; often on sand but
also on heavier soils.
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Pl. 1 Drosera indica (Photo: B.M. Stuckey)

Pl. 2 Drosera brevicornis (Photos: B.M. Stuckey)
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Pl. 5 Drosera falconeri (Photo: B.M. Stuckey)

Pl. 3 Drosera darwinensis (Photo: B.M. Stuckey)

Pl. 4 Drosera dilatatopetiolaris (Photo: B.M. Stuckey)
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Pl. 6 Drosera burmanni (Photos: B.M. Stuckey)
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